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FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER ENTRUSTED WITH RE. 
NEWED TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. On January 22, 1952, 
Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber advised the Federal 
Government of the reports emanating from London regarding 
the renewal of negotiations for the conclusion of the Aus- 
trian State Treaty. It was with considerable regret that the 
Austrian Government took cognizance of the fact that the 
Soviet representative again attempted to use the meeting of 
the Foreign Ministers’ Deputies for the Austrian State 
Treaty as a forum for the discussion of other international 
issues. In the summer of 1949 the Conference of Foreign 
Ministers had instructed their deputies for the Austrian 
State Treaty to meet for the exclusive purpose of working 
out a joint draft of the Treaty. At that time the Soviet 
Union had assumed, in writing, the obligation to cooperate 
fully in completing the Treaty, in accordance with the de- 
tailed directives of the Paris Conference. In these directives 
there had never been any question of the Trieste issue. The 
last Soviet note on the State Treaty therefore represents not 
only a continued violation of the Moscow Declaration but 
also a non-adherence to the specific agreement to which 
Russia was a party in 1949. In the event that the proposed 
negotiations should lead to no result, Dr. Gruber has been 
instructed by the Austrian Government to explore with the 
powers concerned all new political and juridical possibili- 
ties which would result in the earliest possible termination 
of the illegal occupation of the country. Dr. Gruber also an- 
nounced that the Austrian Government had, in answer to its 
note of two years ago (in the fall of 1949), finally received 
a reply from the Soviet Government to the effect that the 
latter wished to initiate negotiations to arrive at an agree- 
ment on the cost of the repatriation of Austrian prisoners 
of war from Russia, and was awaiting the arrival of an Aus- 
trian commission in Moscow for the purpose of starting 
such talks. 


DR.GRUBER OUTLINES AUSTRIA’S POSITION IN NATION- 
WIDE RADIO ADDRESS. Dr. Karl Gruber, :Austria’s Foreign 
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Minister, delivered a nation-wide radio address to the Aus- 
trian people on February 2. 1952, in which he discussed the 
various problems connected with the Austrian State Treaty. 
He told the country at large of the two-pronged anti-Austrian 
propaganda directed against his people: the official Com- 
munist attack against the Government and the whispering 
campaign full of insinuations. ‘‘We have always proposed,’’ 
Dr. Gruber said, ‘‘that international issues be settled by 
negotiation and compromise, but no state can play chess 
with its sovereignty, and to assume vague political commit- 
ments with the avowed opponent of one’s own political 
principles is just as impossible. However, we certainly do 
not regard every act of Western diplomacy as politically wise. 
In the question of the en bloc admission to the United Na- 
tions, for example, the Soviet proposal appears to us to re- 
present the better founded international principle. 

‘Austria is completely demilitarized. Should it come to 
a military clash, a completely disarmed Austria would be a 
great prize for any army with offensive intentions. But an 
Austrian Federal Army, having thesole aimofprotecting Aus- 
trian soil against any invasion would, even if moderately 


armed, be in a position to keep the country free since it 
would be strengthened by a knowledge of local conditions 
and a love of its native soil. 

‘‘When we joined the Marshall Plan, we had to arrange 
that the aid be made available to the entire country, although 
this ran contrary to American stipulations. Our main diplo- 
matic mission is to make the Westem world understand the 
concept and need of Austria in order to strengthen the policy 
of territorial unity. The balance we have maintained in Aus- 
tria to date, surely a unique phenomenon in a world subject 
to ever wider splits, is primarily the result of our policy. A 
policy of balance does not consist in bowing in every suit- 
able direction but in giving such consideration to the in- 
terests of the moment that even the occupation powers will 
feel that the will to preserve our unity is dominant. 

‘‘Our country shall be freed from foreign occupation,’’ 
the Austrian Foreign Minister continued, “‘when the calcula- 
tion between the expected disadvantages and advantages of 
continued occupation no longer tallies for the opponents of 
evacuation.”’ 

With regard to the general political situation, Dr. Gruber 
said that ‘‘the problems with which we are faced today arise 
from the fact that the actual strength — that is, the sum total 
of armaments in being — of the East still considerably ex- 
ceeds that of the West. The potential strength, however, is 
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the capacity to produce weapons of war (number of plants, 
machinery, means of transportation). Once the potential 
strength of all powers is converted into actual strength, a 
solution will be found surprisingly quickly. We sincerely hope 
that it will be a peaceful one. 

‘It is our duty,’’ Dr. Gruber concluded, ‘‘to remain free 
within until such time as external freedom can become a 
reality; it is also our duty to lead world opinion back to the 
recognition of a free and fully sovereign Austria which has 
but one demand to make as far as the leading powers are 
concemed, namely, that the troops they are now maintaining 
in Austria contrary to all principles of international law be 
ordered to evacuate the country as soon as possible.’’ 


CHANGES IN THE FIGL-SCHAERF COALITION GOVERN- 
MENT. As reported in the last issue (Vol. V, No. 2) of the 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bulletin, the composition of the 
Figl-Schaerf Coalition Government was partly changed on 
January 23, 1952, following an agreement between the two 
coalition parties — the People’s Party and the Socialist 
Party. As a result of these changes, new Ministers were ap- 
pointed to the posts of finance, trade, agriculture and educa- 
tion and the Cabinet was enlarged to include two new Under- 
secretaries of State, one in the Ministryof the Interior and the 
other in the Ministry of Trade. 

The new Minister of Finance is Prof. Dr. Reinhard 
Kamitz, who was born near Braunau in1907. After his gradua- 
tion from the Institute of World Trade, he became export 
manager of a paper mill in Czechoslovakia. Some time later 
he went to France. In 1934 he joined the Austrian Institute 
of Economic Research and subsequently became an official 
of the Austrian Chamber of Commerce. Since 1945 Prof. 
Kamitz has been devoting himself to problems of political 
economy. In 1948 he was appointed Director of the Division 
of Political Economy at the Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Commerce, and in April 1950 he became Deputy Secretary 
General of that organization. In addition, Dr. Kamitz has for 
the past few years been active as Professor of Political 
Economy at the Institute of World Trade in Vienna. The new 
Minister of Finance is a member of the People’s Party. 

The new Minister of Trade, Josef Boeck-Greissau, was 
born in 1893. A graduate of the technical military academy 
in Moedling, he was a career officer during World War I. After 
the war he entered the field of economics and occupied in- 
fluential positions in private business. In 1945 he was ap- 
pointed Vice President of the Association of Austrian In- 
dustrialists and later Vice President of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Lower Austria. In the October, 1949, elections Dr. 
Boeck-Greissau was elected to Parliament on the People’s 
Party ticket. Recently, the new Minister of Trade led an 
ECA-sponsored delegation which came to this country to 
study industrial questions. 

Franz Thoma, the new Minister of Agriculture, was born 
in Groebming, Styria, in 1886. Since his earliest years he 
took an active part in Austria’s agricultural cooperatives. 
Franz Thoma is regarded as one of the country’s leading 
experts in the fields of dairy farming and cattle raising. In 
1919 he was elected for the first time (and in 1927 for the 
second time) to the Styrian state legislature. From 1930 to 


1934 he was a member of the Austrian House of Representa- 
tives. He was appointed head of the Department of Food 
Supply in the Styrian State Government in 1948 and also 
filled the position of President of the State Assembly. He 
is a member of the People’s Party. 

The new Minister of Education is Dr. Ernst Kolb, hereto- 
fore Minister of Trade. Dr. Kolb was born in Lauterach, 
Vorarlberg, in 1912, and is a graduate from the University of 
Innsbruck where he studied philosophy, law and political 
science. From the time of his graduation to 1938 he was 
engaged in the organization of trade and professional crafts 
in the Vorarlberg. In 1945 he was sent to Parliament on the 
People’s Party ticket. Two years later he was appointed con- 
sultant at the Ministry of Trade and Reconstruction, and in 
1948 Minister of Trade. In 1951 Dr. Kolb made a study trip 
to the United States. 

Dr. Fritz Bock, the newly-appointed Undersecretary of 
State in the Ministry of Trade, where he will be concerned 
primarily with building and housing problems, was born in 
Vienna in 1911. During his formative years he was active in 
the Catholic youth movement and graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Vienna with the degree of Doctor of Laws. After 
the occupation of Austria in 1938, he spent close to two 
years in the Dachau concentration camp. After the liberation 
he placed his services at the disposal of the Austrian 
People’s Party, which appointed him General Secretary of its 
Union of Workers and Employees. He was also admitted to 
the party’s Executive Committee and in 1949 was elected to 
Parliament. 

The new Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of the 
Interior, Andreas Korp, who is a member of the Socialist 
Party, was bom in Graz in 1897. He is regarded as a leading 
authority in the field of cooperatives. In 1945 Dr. Renner ap- 
pointed him Undersecretary of State for Food Supply in the 
Provisional Government. He later occupied a number of 
important economic positions to which he was appointed by 
the Socialist Party. He was thus a member of the General 
Board of the Austrian National Bank Secretary of the Govern- 
ment Credit Control Commission ahd Vice President of the 
Board of Directors of the ‘‘Wiener Bankverein’’ credit in- 


stitution. Undersecretary Korp is the representative of the 
Austrian cooperative movement in the Executive Committee 
of the International Union of Cooperatives and, as such, has 
attended numerous international congresses. In his new 
position as Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of the 
Interior, he will be concerned chiefly with questions of 
price control and food supply. 


AUSTRIAN PEOPLE'S PARTY HOLDS EXTRAORDINARY 
NATIONAL CONVENTION. The Austrian People’s Party 
held an extraordinary national convention in Vienna on 
January 28 and 29, 1952. At Chancellor Figl’s recommen- 
dation, Ing. Julius Raab and Dr. Alfred Maleta were re- 
elected by secret ballot as the party’s National Chairman 
and General Secretary respectively. Chairman Raab went on 
record as favoring a continuance of the coalition with the 
Socialists, adding that the coalition should follow a middle- 
of-the-road policy based on compromise. He revealed that 
the Socialists had agreed to prepare for Parliament’s approval 
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a final solution of the marriage and school issues, to be 
worked out in committee and together with representatives 
of the various churches. Chancellor Leopold Figl stressed 
the fact that the People’s Party was always and everywhere 
subordinating its own party interests to those of the nation. 
But his party would insist that its partner in the coalition 
administration do likewise. Dr. Figl then expressed gratifi- 
cation regarding the separation of party functions from those 
of public office. He warned that,in view of the fact that 
American economic aid had been cut by one third, Austria 
would have to intensify the mobilization and marshalling of 
her economic as well as her moral forces. In this connec- 
tion, the Austrian Chancellor emphasized the need for simpli- 
fying foreign trade procedures and formalities, and for a 
general administrative reform. In closing, Dr. Figl discussed 
the continuing military occupation of the country. He said 
that the Government would have to find ways and means to 
put an end to the unbearable situation whereby Austria is 
still being deprived of her freedom. The political principles 
of the People’s Party, said the Austrian Chancellor, are 
aimed at the establishment of a community in which social 
justice goes hand in hand with the highest possible measure 
of liberty. 


COMPOSITION OF NEW AUSTRIAN CABINET. Following 
the partial changes made in the composition of the Austrian 
Council of Ministers on January 23, 1952, the Federal Govern- 


ment is now composed of the following members with Cabinet 
rank: 


Federal Chancellor: 
Ing. Leopold Figl, People’s Party. 
Vice Chancellor: 
Dr. Adolf Schaerf, Socialist Party. 
Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs: 
Dr. Karl Gruber, People’s Party. 
Federal Minister of the Interior: 
Oskar Helmer, Socialist Party. 
Federal Minister of Justice: 
Dr. Otto Tschadek, Socialist Party. 
Federal Minister of Education: 
Dr. Emst Kolb, People’s Party. 
Federal Minister of Social Welfare: 
Karl Maisel, Socialist Party. 
Federal Minister of Finance: 
Dr. Reinhard Kamitz, People’s Party. 
Federal Minister of Agriculture and Forestry: 
Franz Thoma, People’s Party. 
Federal Minister of Trade and Reconstruction: 
Dr. Josef Boeck-Greissau, People’s Party. 
Federal Minister of Communications and 
Nationalized Industries: 
Ing. Karl Waldbrunner, Socialist Party. 
Undersecretaries of State in the Ministry of the Interior: 
Ferdinand Graf, People’s Party. 
Andreas Korp, Socialist Party. 
Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Communications and 
Nationalized Industries: 
Vinzenz Uebeleis, Socialist Party. 


Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Trade and Re- 
construction: 


Dr. Fritz Bock, People’s Party. 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT SENDS SHARP PROTEST 
NOTE ON DEUTSCH-WAGRAM INCIDENT. In mid-January 
of this year, the Lower Austrian community of Deutsch- 
Wagram was the victim of large-scale looting when the Rus- 
sian occupation troops garrisoned there were relieved by a 
new contingent and left the locality. The departing Russian 
soldiers loaded truck after truck of fumiture and household 
objects which had been corralled from the town’s private 
homes. Many families thus lost nearly all their household 
furnishings, and almost all the others saw themselves 
forcefully deprived of some of their prized personal posses- 
sions. The departure of the occupation troops got under 
way after their officers, with the exception of a few low- 
ranking ones, had already left the town. Although the popu- 
lation was vigilant day and night, it could not prevent the 
soldiers from removing such household facilities as light, 
washing and toilet fixtures, as well as doors and windows 
from over eighty houses and apartments. The truckloads 
were collected at a central storage yard, and a number of 
houses were left completely stripped; some of the families 
thus had to seek shelter elsewhere, In some cases, aS many 
as four to five families had to share a single apartment. At 
the Cabinet meeting of January 22, Chancellor Figl pre- 
sented a detailed report of this deplorable incident and 
submitted to the Federal Government a 27-page itemized 
account of all the household furnishings the Russian troops 
had removed from the private homes of the municipality’s 
inhabitants. These possessions did not, as the Communists 
had claimed, represent the property of former National- 
Socialist Party members, but belonged for the most part to 
persons who had never been menbers of that party. The 
Council of Ministers decided to send a note of protest to 
the Soviet High Commissioner and to request that these per- 
sonal belongings be retumed to the inhabitants of Deutsch- 
Wagram who had been despoiled of them. 


NAME OF AUSTRIAN CENSORSHIP AGENCY CHANGED 
TO “ALLIED CENSORSHIP AGENCY’. The Chairnan of 
the Political Committee of the Allied Commission for Aus- 
tria addressed the following communication to Chancellor 
Figl in reply to the Austrian note of November 27, 1951 
(cf. AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bulletin, Vol. IV. No. 20 
of December 8, 1951): ‘‘The Political Committee of the Al- 
lied Commission for Austria has received your note of Dec- 
ember 3, 1951, on the subject of censorship in Austria, and 
has taken due cognizance of your intention to change the 
designation of the agency from ‘Austrian Censorship 
Agency’ to ‘Allied Censorship Agency’.’ In this connec- 
tion, Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer reported that the 
change in designation of the censorship agency was put 
into effect only by the Allied authorities but not by the 
zonal Soviet censorship people in Vienna who are continu- 
ing to use the seal with the inscription: ‘‘Oesterreichische 
Zensurstelle’’. On the basis of this information the Austrian 
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Council of Ministers decided to approach the Soviet High 
Commissioner with the suggestion that this designation be 
changed. The Minister of the Interior also reported to the 
Cabinet that on January 21, 1952, the ‘‘Allied Censorship 
Agency’’ had a backlog of 70,000 pieces of as yet un- 
censored mail. 


2627 VIENNESE PREMISES OCCUPIED BY ALLIES. 
The premises still occupied by the Soviet occupation 
forces in Vienna include 1535 apartments, 10 villas, 6 
hotels and 213 subleased rooms. The United States 
Forces now occupy 543 private apartments, 109 villas and 
5 hotels. The third largest group of premises under Allied 
requisition are those occupied by the French, which con- 
sist of 337 private apartments, 39 villas, 7 hotels and 77 
subleased rocms. The British occupation forces hold 212 
apartments, 59 villas, 2 hotels and 38 subleased rooms. 
In contrast to the above premises which are denied the 
Viennese, the city has a large backlog of families in 
urgent need of housing: in category I there are no less 
than 33,652 families in need of living quarters. Of these 
240 families still live in buildings that have been con- 
demned as unsafe for occupancy because of the danger of 
collapse, and 345 live in buildings which present a danger 
to the health of the occupants. Moreover, the Vienna Hous- 
ing Authority has received requests for apartments from an 
additional 18,992 families in category II. 


IRO TERMINATES ITS ACTIVITY IN AUSTRIA. Chancellor 
Leopold Figl recently told a meeting of the Austrian Council 
of Ministers that the International Refugee Organization was 
closing its offices in Austria and discontinuing its activity 
in that country as of January 31, 1952. He added that the 
Federal Government would express its thanks to the IRO for 
the latter’s work. With the termination of the IRO’s activities 
in Austria, the Austrian Federal Government must now as- 
sume responsibility for the care of the 300,000-odd refugees 
still in the country, an overwhelming number of whom are 
ethnic Germans. In spite of the difficulties such responsi- 
bility will entail, Chancellor Figl said that the Federal 
Government would do its utmost to create bearable living 
conditions for the refugees and try to incorporate them into 
Austria’s economic life, to the extent that they themselves 
are prepared to participate in the country’s reconstruction. 


CHANGES IN AUSTRIA'S DIPLOMATIC SERVICE PER. 


SONNEL. At the end of 1951 and in the beginning of 1952 
the retirement of various high-ranking officials of Austria’s 
foreign service has led to a number of new appointments to 
important diplomatic posts abroad as well as to various per- 
sonnel changes at the Foreign Office in the Austrian Chan- 
cellery. Dr. Max Loewenthal-Chlumecky, who was heretofore 
Director of the Department of Political Economy at the 
Foreign Office, was appointed Austrian Ambassador in Wash- 
ington and his country’s accredited diplomatic representa- 
tive in Cuba, replacing Dr. Kleinwaechter in that post. The 
Chief of the Protocol Section, Dr. Max Attems,was appointed 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in Rio de 
Janeiro, with simultaneous accreditation as the Austrian re- 
presentative in Venezuela and Columbia. Replacing him as 


Chief of the Protocol Section is Dr. Heinrich Haymerle, who 
had heretofore represented Austria at the OEEC in Paris. 
The Austrian Envoy to Brazil, Minister Adrian Rotter, will 
now take over the Division of Political Economy at the 
Foreign Office. Dr. Markus Leitmaier, Director of the Poli- 
tical Department of the Foreign Office, who retired from 
active service eat the end of last year, will be replaced by 
Clemens Wildner, heretofore Austria’s envoy in Ankara. 
Dr. Erich Bielka was appointed Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary in Ankara. His accreditation will 
also cover Afghanistan and Iran. The Austrian Envoy in 
Stockholm, Paul Winterstein, has been transferred to Athens. 
His post in Sweden will be filled by Karl Zeileissen, here- 
tofore Chief of the Personnel section at the Foreign Office. 
Dr. Zeileissen will simultaneously look after Austrian in- 
terests in Denmark, Norway and Finland as the accredited 
representative to those countries as well. Dr. Kurt Waldheim, 
who has been active at the Austrian Embassy in France, is 
being recalled from Paris to take over the Personnel Section 
of the Foreign Office. 


VIENNA AS INTERNATIONAL NEWS-GATHERING CEN.- 
TER. One hundred and thirty-three permanent foreign press 
representatives are currently registered with the Austrian 
Federal Press Service of the Federal Chancellery in 
Vienna, which is the competent Austrian agency in such 
matters. These foreign correspondents represent newspapers 
and news agencies of all countries: from Egypt and Iran to 
the United States and Russia. Half of the accredited news- 
men are full-time professional foreign correspondents who 
gather primarily political news but also cover economic and 
cultural developments. Vienna has thus become one of 
Europe’s leading news centers since the war, with only 
three or four other capitals of the world exceeding it in 
the number of foreign correspondents stationed there. 


REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR THE Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 
5th RESTITUTION LAW EXTENDED. Pursuant to a decree 
of the Federal Ministry of Finance, dated November 8, 1951, 
and published in the Official Gazette (No. 257) of December 
15, 1951, the deadlines for the registration of restitution 
claims under the Ist, 2nd and 3rd Restitution Law, as well 
as the deadlines for the filling of restitution claims under the 
Sth Restitution Law, have been extended until June 30, 1952. 

In accordance with paragraph 2 of this decree, the deadline 
for the registration of such restitution claims may even be 
extended beyond the above date in certain specific cases. 

Details with regard to these extensions may be found in 
the ministerial decree and any questions appertaining to the 

subject will be answered at the Austrian Consulate General, 

683 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 


MARSHALL PLAN AID TO AUSTRIA SET AT $121,v00, 
000. At the end of January, Clarence E. Meyer, chief of 
the Special American Mission for Economic Cooperation in 
Austria, notified the Austrian Federal Goverment that, 
pursuant to the foreign aid bill passed by Congress, a total 
of $120,000,000 would be made available to Austria during 
the 1951-52 fiscal year for the coverage of her balance-of- 
payment deficit. This sum is being given Austria partly for 
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the payment of direct aid shipments and partly to make up 
for the country’s deficit in the European Payments Union. 


SHIPPING AGREEMENT BETWEEN AUSTRIA, YUGO- 
SLAVIA AND WESTERN GERMANY. Two private Austrian 
shipping firms, the Yugoslav State Shipping Company and 
two West German companies signed an agreement in mid- 
January for the promotion of trade on the Danube by ensur- 
ing, closer technical and commercial cooperation. It was 
the first time that negotiations of this kind had been held 
since the war. The new agreement, which will come into 
force as soon as it is ratified by the three governments con- 
cerned, provides for, among other things, a speeding up and 
rationalization of tug and repair services on the German and 
Austrian parts of the river, as well as for a settlement of 
charges accruing between the companies involved, in the 
currency of their respective countries. 


AUSTRIA ADHERES TO INTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING 
CODE. The Advertising Committee of the Austrian Na- 
tional Section of the Intemational Chamber of Commerce 
recently adopted the code of ‘‘ethical advertising princi- 
ples.’’ This code, which was revised after the war by the 
International Chamber of Commerce, establishes principles 
of ethics to be observed in all advertising directed at con- 
sumers as well as by advertising agencies in their relations 
among themselves and with advertisers. The Austrian Com- 
mittee also decided to recognize the statutes of the adver- 
tising arbitration board of the Intemational Chamber of Com- 
merce. The acceptance of these advertising standards, 
which are already being applied on an international scale, 
represent a step forward in the current intensified efforts 
on behalf of ethical advertising and in support of the great 
social importance of advertising to all fields of business. 
The Austrian Committee will now issue a German transla- 
tion of the international code. 


71,000 MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED IN VIENNA. 
At the end of 1951 71,000motor vehicles were registered with 
Vienna’s Motor Vehicle Bureau. This figure of motor vehicles 
operating in the Austrian capital is more than double that 
registered in 1937. Before the war Vienna had 6,208 trucks; 
in 1951 there were 21,205. Since the end of the war, 22,760 
passenger cars were registered in the city; before the war 
total passenger-car registration was only 16,000. The num- 
ber of motorcycles has doubled since 1937; today, there are 
27,032 such vehicles in operation. 


104 INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES WERE HELD IN 
AUSTRIA IN 1951. Last year 104 international congresses 
and 91 national conventions were held in Austria, according 
to the Congress Bureau in Vienna. An even more extensive 
program of congresses is expected during the current year. 


ATOMIC EXHIBIT AT VIENNA’S MUSEUM OF TECH- 
NOLOGY. A large atomic exhibit will be opened to the 
public some time in February in the new exhibition hall of 
the Vienna Museum of Technology. This exhibit, a some- 
what unusual one for Austria, will present, in simple terms 
and displays within the comprehension of the general 


public, an exhaustive survey of atomic research develop- 
ment from the philosophers of the past to the Nobel Prize 
winners of our day. The main feature of the exhibition will 
be tremendous models of atom-splitting equipment, such as 
cyclotrons and a modern atomic furnace with isotope bridges, 
and all other accessories used in American atomic re- 
search institutions. 


EDISON MEMORIAL PLAQUE UNVEILED IN VIENNA. 
Early in November 1951 a memorial plaque in honor of 
Thomas Alva Edison was unveiled in front of the Schoen- 
brunn Parkhotel. In September 1911, in the course of a 
trip through several European countries, the American 
inventor had also visited Vienna and spent a few days in 
the Parkhotel in Hietzing. 


DR. SCHWARZKOPF LEAVES FOR AUSTRIA. Dr. Paul 
Schwarzkopf, well known Austrian scientist, founder and 
sole owner of the Plansee metal plant in Reutte, Tyrol, will 
leave the U.S. for Austria shortly to pave the way for an ex- 
change of information between Austrian powder metallurgists 
and their colleagues in the U.S., Britain and Switzerland. 

Dr. Schwarzkopf has become recognized as a leading 
powder metallurgist in the U.S., his new home, and the 
New York Times of February 3, 1952 paid tribute to his 
accomplishments and the services he rendered to the United 
States. 


SPECIAL DEPARTMENT FOR TREATMENT OF APOPLEC- 
TIC CASES OPENED IN VIENNA. The City of Vienna re- 
cently opened the first special department in Europe for the 
treatment of apoplexy at the Rosenhuegel municipal hospital 
for nervous diseases, which is under the direction of Dr. 
Herbert Reisner. The mortality rate from apoplexy in Vienna 
is 80 per 1000. The major difficulty in the treatment of 
apoplexy lies in the differential diagnosis to distinguish be- 
tween an encephalomalacic lesion and a cerebral hemorrhage. 
The new ward will at first be equipped with 25 beds and will 
operate as a model ward. The experience gained will later 
be made available to other health institutions and hospitals. 


CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR CANCER RESEARCH IN 
VIENNA. The construction of a central institute for cancer 
research has started at the site of the Vienna General Hospi- 
tal; it is scheduled to be completed by the summer of 1952 so 
that actual research work might begin in the fall. The erec- 
tion of this building is a first step in the general campaign 
against cancer initiated by the Austrian Ministry of Social 
Welfare in collaboration with Professors Wolfgang Denk and 
Karl Fellinger of Vienna University and the Society for the 
Prevention of Cancer. The land was provided by the City of 
Vienna. Three quarters of the building costs, estimated to 
reach about 3,000,000 schillings, are being met by the Cham- 
ber of Labor, the TUC, the Association of Industrialists and 
a number of insurance companies. 


LANGOBARD TOMBS DISCOVERED IN THE HEART 
OF VIENNA. A number of old tombs were recently un- 
earthed in the inner city of Vienna not far from the ‘‘Hohen 
Markt’’ which, on the basis of the objects found in them, 
were identified as dating back to the Langobard era of the 
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6th century A.D. The discovery appears to indicate that 
there was a Langobard settlement near or even within the 
Roman fortress of Vindobona (Vienna) itself, and that mem- 
bers from it must have made their way into the Roman com- 
munity during the first half of the 6th century. 


ANCIENT BUILDINGS RESTORED IN THE TYROL. 
Work was recently completed on the restoration of the 
Church of the Jesuits in Innsbruck a building dating back 
to the early Baroque period. In the church of the Monastery 
of Wilten near Innsbruck the historic frescoes and the 
sculptures of the altar have been restored. The 16th cen- 
tury wood organ at the so-called Silver Chapel of the 
former Innsbruck Imperial Palace has been repaired and 
can be played again. At Ambras Castle, also near Inns- 
bruck, several historic rooms of the late Gothic period and 
two armory halls have been restored. 


AUSTRIAN READERS NAME MOST POPULAR WRITERS 
IN MAGAZINE POLL. The Viennese periodical ‘‘Freude an 
Buechem’’ (Enjoying Books) recently conducted a poll among 
its readers to determine their three favorite novelists of the 


year, one Austrian, one non-Austrian from a German-speaking 
country, and one foreigner: The result of the poll was: Aus- 
trian: K.H. Waggerl for his book ‘‘Das Jahr des Herrn’’; 
German-speaking non-Austrian: Hermann Hesse — ‘‘Das 
Glasperlenspiel’’; and foreign: Giovanni Guareschi — ‘‘Don 
Camillo and Peppone.’’ Each prize-winner will be presented 
with some work of art as wellas an invitation to spend aholi- 
day at an Austrial Alpine hotel. Among the Austrian writers, 
K.H. Waggerl received 12% of the votes, Rudolf Brunngraber 
and F. Karl Ginzkey 11% each, Frank Thiess 10%, Franz 
Nabl 9%, and Josef Leitgeb 8%. Writers from other German- 
speaking countries: Hermann Hesse 16%, Hans Carossa 12%, 
Gertruf von Le Fort 10%, Thomas Mann und Ernst Juenger 
8% each, and Manfred Hausmann 5%. Foreign authors: G. 
Guareschi: 13%, Pearl S. Buck 10%, Cronin and Graham 
Greene 8% each, Knut Hamsun 6%, Ernest Hemingway 5%, 
and Steuyels, Erskine and Theun de Vries 4% each. 


NEW BOOKS BY AUSTRIAN AUTHORS. Friedrich Hey- 
denau, a Viennese author, recently published ‘‘Oesterrei- 
chische Rhapsodie’’ (Austrian Rhapsody), a novel in which 
he describes the life of the Austrian people during the first 
25 years of the current century (Deutsche Buchgemeinschaft, 
Vienna). Heydenau’s book ‘‘Wuk, der Wolf’’ (1934), was trans- 
lated into English; another of his books, ‘‘Leutnant Lugger’’ 
(1934), appeared in a Swedish translation. Heydenau, who 
was born in 1886, is a former Austrian army officer. ‘‘Ein 
Autobus gross wie die Welt’’ (A Bus as Big as the World), 
the first novel by the successful young Viennese author 
Johannes M. Simmel (born in 1924), was recently published 
by the Jungbrunnenverlag of Vienna. Simmel made a name 
for himself through his later novels ‘‘Mich wundert, dass ich 
so froehlich bin’’ (I am Surprised that I should be so Gay, 


1949), ‘‘Das geheime Brot’’ (The Secret Bread, 1950) and 
as the author of a number of film scripts. 


AUSTRIAN BOOK EXHIBITION IN LONDON. An exhibition 
of some 1800 of Austria’s latest books, valuable prints, 
manuscripts and facsimiles opened at the National Book 
League in London on January 24. 


MUSIC FESTIVAL OF THE 1.S.C.M. IN SALZBURG. The 
organizing committee of the 26th Festival of the Intemational 
Society for Contemporary Music (ISCM), which will be held 
in Salzburg between June 20 and 29, 1952, had drawn up the 
Festival program during a meeting held in Vienna early 
this year. 

More than one hundred and fifty contemporary works of 
music by Argentine, Australian, Brazilian, Chilean, Cuban, 
Israeli, Japanese, South African and American composers 
were submitted to the jury consisting of Edward Clarc (Lon- 
don), the ISCM chairman, and the following officers of the 
society; Goffredo Petrassi (Rome), André Souris (Brussels), 
Heinz Henkemans (Utrecht), Heinz Schroeter (Frank furt-am- 
Main) and Friedrich Wildgans (Vienna). 

This year’s Festival coincides with the 30th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Society in Salzburg in 1922. The 
works will be played by the Vienna Symphony Orchestra and 
other musical ensembles. The first orchestral concert, to be 
conducted by Franz Andr¢ of Brussels, will consist of music 
by Conrad Beck (Switzerland), Hanns Jelinek (Austria), 
Rudolf Wagner-Regeny (Germnany), Paul Csonka (Cuba) and 
Marcel Quinet (Belgium). The second concert will present 
compositions by Tibor Harsanyi, Bernd Aloys Zimmermann 
(Germany), Mario Peragallo(Italy) and Pierre Boulez (France); 
it will be conducted by Roger Desormiére of Paris. The pro- 
gram of the third concert, to be conducted by Antonio San- 
zonio, will include works by Giorgio Federico Ghedini 
(Italy), Goete Carlid (Sweden), Yoritsune Matsudaira (Japan), 
Marius Flothuis (the Netherlands) and Matija Bravnicar 
(Yugoslavia). 

There will also be a special Austrian concert with a pro- 
gran of music by Georg Gruber, S.C. Eckardt-Gramatte, 
Cesar Bresgen, Friedrich Wildgans and Gottfried Einem, to 
be conducted by Herbert Haefner of Vienna, as well as a 
memorial concert in honor of Arnold Schoenberg, the founder 
of the ‘‘Viennese School’’, who died in 1951. A concert of 
chamber music by Knudaage Riisager (Denmark), Nils Erik 
Ringbom (Finland), Claudio Santoro (Brazil), Humphrey 
Searle (England), Eduard Staemfli (Switzerland) and Klaus 
Egge (Norway) will be conducted by Lavard Friisholm of 
Copenhagen. 

An inaugural mass for 53 instruments, written in 1626 
for the dedication of a cathedral, will be played by the 
Vienna Symphony under the baton of Josef Messner. The 
orchestra of the Salzburg Mozarteum is also expected to 
participate in the Festival with an evening of Mozart sere- 
nades conducted by Bernhard Paumgartner. The orchestras 
of the Hessian and Northwest German Broadcasting Corpora- 
tions will likewise present a number of concerts, one of 
which will consist of music by the German composers Wemer 
Egk, Wolfgang Fortner and Winifried Zillig. Finally, the 
Wiesbaden State Ballet plans to offer four ballets, including 
two new ones by Giselher Klebe and Hans Werner Hense. 
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VIENNA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA TO TOUR SPAIN AND 
PORTUGAL. The Vienna Symphony Orchestra have been 
invited to give a number of concerts in Lisbon and Porto 
under its conductor Franz Litschauer, presumably during 
the second half of April. Litschauer returned to Vienna at 
the end of December from a six-week tour of Spain and 
Portugal with the chamber orchestra of the Vienna Konzert- 
hausgesellschaft during which this musical group gave 28 
highly successful concerts. During its coming tour the 
Vienna Symphony will also perform in Spain under the baton 
of Napoleone Annovacci, the musical director of the Teatro 
Liceo of Barcelona. On its way to the Iberian Peninsula 
the orchestra may, in addition, give a number of concerts 
in France and Switzerland. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC INVITED TO PLAY IN LONDON. 
The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra was recently invited to 
give eight concerts in London this fall, six under Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler and one each under Bruno Walter and Victor 
de Sabata. The orchestra last played in London in 1949. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA BALLET INVITED TO GERMANY 
AND SWEDEN. An ensemble of the Vienna State Opera 
Ballet has been invited to tour Western Germany between 
April 1 and 10 for a number of performances in nine different 
cities. Their program includes a dance divertimento based 
on melodies by Schubert, Weber, Liszt, Lanner, Strauss, 
Tschaikowsky and Delibes. The choreography has been 
worked out by Erika Hanka and Willi Fraenzl, and the musi- 
cal direction is in the hands of Professor Anton Paulik. 
Twenty-three members of the ballet are to participate. Fol- 
lowing its great success during last summer’s tour of Sweden, 
the Vienna State Opera Ballet has been invited for a return 
engagement in that country in July of this year. 


VIENNESE MUSICAL EXPERT TO TEACH IN TOKYO. 
Dr. Margarete Woess, a teacher at the Institute for Musical 
Research of the University of Vienna, has received a pro- 
fessorship at the University of Tokyo. Dr. Woess is the 
wife of the Viennese conductor Kurt Woess, who has been 
conductor of the ‘‘Nipponese Philharmonic’’ orchestra in 


Tokyo, the leading Japanese orchestral ensemble, since 
Septenber 1951. 


VIENNA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA GIVE ERNST TOCH 
CONCERT. At the beginning of January, the Vienna Sym- 
phony Orchestra gave a special concert in honor of the Aus- 
trian-born composer Ernst Toch at the Music Society Hall. 
The composer was present as his two symphonies were per- 
formed. Ernst Toch is a native of Vienna who has been living 
in California since 1936. He has spent the last two years in 
Europe. After the concert, the composer returned to the 
United States because of teaching commitments at a number 
of American universities. 


FIRST PERFORMANCE OF WORK BY MOZART. On Dec- 
ember 16, 1951, Mozart's Mass in C Major was performed in 


the Chapel of the Imperial Palace in Vienna. It was the first 
performance of this work. The Mass in C Major is an early 


work which Mozart composed in Salzburg, presumably in the 
years 1770—1773. The original score ends with the ninth bar 
of the ‘‘Sanctus’’. Professor Bernhard Paumgartner, the Mozart 
expert and director of the Salzburg Mozarteum, completed it 
on the basis of Mozart’s notes, to which he adhered strictly. 
The ‘‘Benedictus’’ is based on a Mozart draft for a Benedic- 
tus with four voices and organ music (Koechel, Supplement 
21). In the place of the missing ‘‘Agnus Dei’’, a complete 
‘‘Kyrie Eleison’’ was used, which Mozart composed in Salz- 
burg in 1770 but never included in any of his masses. Thus 
completed, the mass was performed by the Vienna Boys’ 
Choir and members of the Vienna State Opera. 


AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM BY AUSTRIAN COM.- 
POSER. The first prize in a competition for an Australian 
national anthem held on the occasion of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia 
has recently been awarded to Heinrich Krips, conductor of 
the South Australian Symphony Orchestra and brother of the 
famous Austrian conductor, Josef Krips. Heinrich Krips, 
who was born in Vienna, began his career as a conductor 
at the Vienna ‘‘Stadttheater’’ and ‘‘Volksoper’’; he was for 
some time with various Austrian provincial theaters. 


AUSTRIA TO CELEBRATE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
JOHANN NESTROY. To commemorate the anniversary of 
the birth, 150 years ago, of Johann Nestroy (1801-1862) — 
the ‘‘Viennese Aristophanes’’ — many Austrian theaters 
have included one or more of his comedies in their program. 
In Vienna, the Akademietheater is presenting ‘‘Der Faerber 
und sein Zwillingsbruder’’, and the Volkstheater ‘‘Der Talis- 
man.’’ Theaters in Innsbruck, Tyrol, and in Baden and St. 


Poelten, both in Lower Austria, are playing ‘‘Lumpaci- 
vagabundus’’. ‘‘Der Zerissene’’ is being performed in 
Graz, Styria; ‘‘Der Talisman’’ in Klagenfurt, Carinthia; 


‘‘Der Unbedeutende’’ in Linz, Upper Austria; and ‘‘Die 
beiden Nachtwandler’ in Salzburg. Moreover, ‘‘Die verhaen- 
gnisvolle Faschingsnacht’’ will be included in the 1952 
Salzburg Festival program. Of the more than seventy plays 
written by Johann Nestroy, no less than nineteen have been 
produced in Vienna since 1945. 


WORLD PREMIERE OF GERHART HAUPTMANN PLAY 
IN VIENNA. The world premiere of Gerhart Hauptinann’s 
posthumous play, ‘‘Herbert Engelmann,’’ which has been 
completed by Carl Zuckinayer, will be held at Vienna’s 
Akademietheater in mid-February. It will be directed by 
Berthold Viertel and O.W. Fischer of the Vienna Burgtheater 
will play the title role. 


FIRST PERFORMANCES OF AUSTRIAN PLAYS IN ZURICH 
AND HAMBURG. ‘‘Pyrrhus and Andromache’’, a new work 
by the Austrian playwright Ferdinand Bruckner, will be given 
its world premiere in Zurich in mid-February. Albin Skoda 
of the Vienna Burgtheater will portray the part of Orestes. 
‘*‘Nacktes Leben’’ (Naked Life), a drama by Richard Billin- 
ger, another Austrian playwright, had its world premiere at 
the Hamburg Schauspielhaus at the end of December. Like 
most of Billinger’s plays, it is built around a popular theme. 
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BREGENZ FESTIVAL. The 1952 Bregenz Festival will be 
held from July 26 to August 17. This year’s ‘‘Play on the 
Lake’’ presentation will be Karl Zeller’s operetta ‘‘Der 
Vogelhaendler’’, to be performed on the floating stage of 
Lake Constance which is partly in the Austrian province of 
Vorarlberg. As in previous years, the Bregenz Festival will 
feature the Vienna Symphony Orchestra which is to give 
two symphony concerts and an operetta concert. The theatri- 
cal program will include guest performances of the Vienna 
Burgtheater as well as of the German theater of Goettingen. 
The ‘‘Schauspielhaus’’ ensemble of Zurich has also been 
invited. Other musical groups scheduled to participate in 
the Bregenz Festival are the Vienna Boys Choir, the Barylli 
Quartet of the Vienna Philharmonic, the Vorarlberg Radio 
Orchestra and, presumably, the ballet of the Vienna State 
Opera. 


DOCUMENTARY FILM ABOUT VIENNA OPERA. A docu- 
mentary film showing the on-and off-stage activities of the 
Austrian State theaters — mainly the Vienna Opera and the 
Burgtheater — will shortly be made by the ‘‘Austria Wochen- 
schau’’ newsreel company for the Austrian Ministry of Educa- 
tion. The film is to be directed by Walter Kolm-Veltee, a 
young director who was recently appointed to fill the newly- 
created Chair for Motion Picture Art at the Vienna Academy 
of Music and Dramatic Art. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 


AUSTRIA ISSUES SPECIAL STAMP TO MARK 1952 OLYM.- 
PICS. The Austrian Post and Telegraph Administration has 
issued a special commemorative stamp to mark the 1952 
Olympic Games. The new issue is a greenish blue stamp 
with a nominal value of 2.40 schillings and an overcharge 
of 60 groschen. Prepared by the intaglio engraving process 
at the Government Printing Plant, the special stamp was 
printed in broadsheets with the individual stamps being 
38.5 x 29.8 mm. in size; the perforation size is 14% x 13%. 
The stamp was designed by the painter Alfred Chmielowski 
and the engraving is the work of Professor Hans Ranzoni, 
both of whose signatures appear at the bottom of the stamp. 


AUSTRIAN PARCEL POST RATES TO THE UNITED 
STATES. The following is published in reply to numerous 
inquiries from American businessmen who are importing Aus- 
trian merchandise via parcel post: — The parcel post rates 
from Austria to the United States vary according to routing, 
and increase with each kilogram. A list of rates follows: 





INTERNATIONAL YOUTH SKI CAMP PLANNED IN 
OBERGURGL FOR 1952. At the last Congress of the 
Fédefation Internationale du Ski in Venice it was decided 
to establish an international youth ski camp in Austria. 
This project, the first of its kind, in which ten partici- 
pants per country are expected to be involved, thus 
stresses the internationally unifying character of sports. 
The project is scheduled for completion some time be- 
tween March 16 and 26, 1952. The first such ski camp 
for young people from all countries will be built in Ober- 
gurgl, Tyrol, where the beautifully located and well-equip- 
ped Austrian federal skihome now stands and is available. 


DOCUMENTARY FILM OF SEMMERING RAILROAD TO 
BE MADE IN 1952. In April 1954, the Austrian Semmering 
railroad, the first mountain railroad in the world, will 
celebrate its hundredth anniversary. To mark the occasion, 
the Gromus Film Company intends to made a documentary 
about the construction of the line, which will feature many 
historical items from Vienna’s Technical Museum, includ- 
ing the special locomotive and original cars used at the 


time. The first scenes will be filmed in the Semmering 
area early in 1952. 


Routed via 

Switzerland Routed via 

and France: Germany: 
up to 1 kg. Austrian Schillings: 23.40 Austrian schillings: 20.9 
up to 2 kgs. 34.50 31.10 
up to 3 kgs. 40.40 37.00 
up to 4 kgs. 51.50 47.20 
up to 5 kgs. 57.40 53.20 
up to 6 kgs. 87.20 78.70 
up to 7 kgs. 93.10 84.60 
up to 8 kgs. 99.10 90.60 
up to 9 kgs. 105.00 96.50 
up to 10 kgs. 111.00 102.50 
up to 11 kgs. 145.80 132.20 
up to 12 kgs. 151.80 138.20 
up to 13 kgs. 157.70 144.10 
up to 14 kgs. 163.70 150.10 
up to 15 kgs. 169.60 156.00 
up to 16 kgs. 202.30 184.90 
up to 17 kgs. 208.30 190.90 
up to 18 kgs. 214.20 196.80 
up to 19 kgs. 220.20 202.80 
up to 20 kgs. 226.10 208.70 


The maximum weight is 20 kgs. The exchange rate for com- 
mercial transactions is 21.30 Austrian schillings to the 
dollar. The maximum length is 122 cm, provided that: parcels 
of more than 107-112 cm. in length do not exceed a circum- 
ference in width of 61 cm.; parcels of more than 112 cm. up 
to and including 117 cm. in length do not exceed a circum- 
ference in width of 51 cm.; and parcels of more than 117 cm. 
up to and including 122cm. in length do not exceed a circum- 
ference in width of 41 cm. In the case of parcels of up to 107 
cm. in length, their length plus their largest circumference 

in width must not exceed 183 cm. The above-listed rates, 
without exception, apply solely to the continental United 
States. Rates to U.S. possessions (Puerto Rico, Canal Zone 
of Panama, Guam, Hawaian Islands and Alaska) are higher. 
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THE ECONOMIC OUTLOOK FOR AUSTRIA 


The basic economic problems facing Austria today may 
be summed up as follows: to increase production and pro- 
ductivity, expand the volume of exports in order to reduce the 
deficit in the balance of payments, and check all domestic 
inflationary tendencies. The sharp reduction in Marshall 
Plan aid, which for the 1951-52 fiscal year amounts to 
$120,000,000 (about one third less than in the previous 
year), now compels the Austrian Government to take deci- 
sive measures along the lines outlined above. The recent 
changes in the composition of the Austrian Government 
must also be viewed from this angle and the first statements 
of the new heads of the two most important Ministries, 
namely that of Trade and Finance, are therefore of particular 
significance. 

The new Minister of Trade, Josef Boeck-Greissau, 
stated on his assumption of office that he believed in the 
principle of a free market economy because this was the 
only economic policy that befitted a true democracy. He 
said that he objected strongly to all collectivization, but 
added that he was just as much opposed to a perversion of 
the principle of a free economy which, motivated by un- 
bounded selfishness, disregarded the needs and justified 
claims of the population at large. The relations between 
labor and management would have to be founded on a new 
basis in order to avoid social disputes and further increased 
productivity. The United States was particularly aware of 
this problem and realized the importance of the factor of 
human relations in this country. All branches of the economy, 
the new Minister of Trade continued, whether trade, industry, 
crafts or transportation, must be granted the same possibili- 
ties of development. Economic decisions must, to the great- 
est possible extent, be divorced from partisan political 
differences. It will be recalled that barely two months ago 
the new Minister of Trade, as the head of a delegation of 
Austrian industrialists which came to this country, had the 
opportunity to study for a few weeks the problem of the 
relationship between management and labor as well as 
questions of productivity in the United States. 

Professor Dr. Reinhardt Kamitz, the new Minister of 
Finance, said when he assumed office that the average in- 
dustrial production index had reached a high mark last 
October, when it stood at 179 per cent of the 1937 index. 
The same was true of the level of employment, which was 
170 per cent above that of 1937. Productivity in 1951 had 
exceeded the level of 1937 by 5 per cent. Dr. Kamitz added, 
however, that a survey of industrial production revealed that 


in the month of October 1951 the production of capital goods 
had reached an index level of 231 and that of consumer 
goods only 139, as compared to the 1937 indexes. The con- 
sequences of this disproportion were re flected by a shortage 
of consumer goods and, therefore, by high prices. Because of 
the tendency to bring wages up to the level of these price in- 
creases, there was naturally a continuing deterioration of 
the currency. The most urgent step to be taken in the near 
future would have to be an intensification of particularly 
those investments which would result not only in as prompt 
as possible a production increase of consumer goods, but 
also in a decrease in the production costs of such goods, in 
order to prevent a rise in prices. The new Minister of Fin- 
ance also said that not only would the Federal Government 
have to refrain from increasing its expenditures but also, 
wherever possible, follow a policy of strict economy. The 
construction of railroad stations, roads, schools and the 
like would have to be curtailed. Special consideration will 
have to be given to the taxing capacity of small and medium- 
sized enterprises inasmuch as they are at the core of Aus- 
trian production and exports. Dr. Kamitz added that further 
wage-and-price agreements must be avoided since they 
automatically lead to a deterioration of the currency and 
represent a considerable burden on the budget. The price 
drops so far achieved have already resulted in an increase 
of about 3% in the purchasing power of wages and salaries. 
This development, together with the 1-1/2% increase in the 
banking rate, has acted as a marked incentive to saving. In 
closing, Dr. Kamitz said that the key to future economic 
measures would have to be the factor of rational coordination. 


IN A STATEMENT RECENTLY MADE available to the 
domestic and foreign press in Austria, Dr. Franz Korinek, 
Secretary General of the Austrian Federal Chamber of Com- 
merce, took occasion to clarify wide-spread misconceptions 
abroad concerning Austria’s ‘‘Untersagungsgesetz,’’ i.e., 
the law regulating the establishment of new enterprises. 
Dr. Korinek emphasized that, contrary to a widely held mis- 
conception, the establishment of new factories in Austria is 
not in any way prohibited or made subject to proof of pro- 
fessional ability. All the law asks, Dr. Korinek stated, is 
that such establishment must conform to certain technical 
conditions in order to be recognized as a ‘‘factory,’’ (as 
distinguished in Austria from handicraft and artisan esta- 


blishments. Dr. Korinek pointed out that the establishment 
of other enterprises (with less than 20 workers) is generally 
subject to proof that the owner is an expert in his field, but, 
the Secretary General of the Chamber of Commerce added, 
that this regulation is not aimed at handicapping the free 
growth of Austria’s industry, but to insure its ability to 
compete, both at home and abroad. Dr. Korinek reiterated 
that there is no general restriction in Austria as to the 
establishment of new businesses. The law, Dr. Korinek 
stated, merely regulates unsound competition, and makes it 
possible to postpone the opening of new businesses in 
fields in which trade practices have lead to unhealthy 
economic conditions, such as they may develop in any 


country. The spokesman of the Austrian Federal Chamber of 
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Commerce recalled in this connection that rumors and allega- 
tions abroad, which were based on a misinterpretation of 
this Austrian law, were effectively refuted by a ruling of 
Austria’s administrative court. The Austrian court, in a recent 
decision, stated that the prohibition clauses contained in 
the law must be used for the elimination of ‘‘unbearable 
economic competition’’ only, and that it is illegal to use this 
law as a pretext to prevent free competition in general. 


ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OFFERED BY LARGE AUS- 
TRIAN FIRM. One of Austria’s leading manufacturers of 
electrical equipment has informed the Office of the Austrian 
Trade Delegate that the following articles are again avail- 
able for export: Airblast circuit-breakers; disconnecting 
switches; current and voltage transformers; electrical hoist- 
ing crane equipment; protective, time, auxiliary, and indi- 
cating relays; quick acting D.C. circuit breakers for recti- 
fiers; oil-cooled transformers; three-phase induction motors; 
three-phase fractional H.P. loom motors; one-phase fractional 
H.P. induction motors; motor accessories; battery-operated 
electric carts; fans and ventilators; fluorescent light fix- 
tures, high-frequency generators; welding devices for plas- 
tics; high-frequency hardening plants for steel shafts, 
pinions, gear wheels, etc.; special electric equipment; elec- 
trical heating and household appliances, such as ranges, 
ovens, room heaters, radiators, hair dryers, flat irons, tea 
kettles, heating pads, immersion heaters, as well as agri- 
cultural feed steamers; etc. — Interested firms are invited to 
contact the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate, 25 Broad 
Street, New York 4, New York. (1171) 


HARDWOOD FLOOR INDUSTRY DEVELOPING IN AUS- 
TRIA. The production of hardwood (parquet) flooring was 
recently increased in Austria by the sole manufacturer of 
this product whose plants are in the province of Salzburg, 
American Zone. An expansion program, which was begun 
months ago, has now led to a satisfactory production in- 
crease. Among the new mechanical equipment is a modern 
drying chamber. In spite of expanded production, it is re- 
ported that the demand is still far greater than the output. 
In view of this situation, the purchase of a modern, automa- 
tic, wood block processing :nachine from Switzerland is 
contein plated. 


PRAYER BOOKS FROM AUSTRIA. Following his explosion 
from Communist Czechoslovakia, an internationally well- 
known publisher of prayer books and calendars settled in 
Upper Austria (Western Zone), in 1947. In the five years 
after its relocation on this side of the Iron Curtain, the firm 
has slowly and methodically re-established its production 
facilities, and its presses are again reported capable of 
turning out the highest quality prayer books and calendars for 
export. In view of the demand, the firm is planning to expand 
its facilities. The production program includes prayer books 
in German as well as in foreign languages, and ‘‘book’’ 
calendars which have thus far been exported to Germany, 
France, Italy and Brazil. 


AUSTRIAN CHINA 





(Inquire at The Austrian Trade Delegate’s Office as to 


manufacturer’s name and address). 


STRUCTURE OF EMPLOYMENT IN MANUFACTURING 


Austria is usually considered a country with small and 
medium-sized industries and manufacturers. However, very 
rarely do people have a precise conception of the structure of 
Austrian industry with regard to the number of employees. 
Although 10 per cent of Austria’s industry has less than 6 
employees, 60 per cent up to 50 employees,and only 4 per cent 
of all manufacturers more than 500, it is important to stress 
that this latter group employs approximately 43 per cent of 
the total number of gainfully employed in the country. The 
group with up to 50 workers which, as stated, represents 60 
per cent of the total number of manufacturers, only employs 
12 per cent of the total labor force. 

Naturally, the number of employees in a given industry is 
irrelevant as far as its economic importance is concerned; 
there is, for example, the chemical industry, which employs 
very few workers in some of its exceedingly important plants. 
On the other hand, less important manufacturers employ a 
large number of workers, especially in cases where much 
hand labor is involved and no mechanization of productionis 
possible. 

A tabulation showing the break-down of manufacturers 
with respect to the number of employees follows. 


Category of Manufacturer Manufacturers Employees 
(No. of Employees) No. in % 


Average 
No. in % Employment 


Upto — 5 398 9.46 1.107 0.24 2.8 
6 — 20 1.054 25.08 13.681 3.02 12.9 

21 - 50 1.170 27.87 38.969 8.59 33.3 
51 — _ 100 676 16.09 47.953 10.57 70.8 
101 — 250 522 12.41 80.210 17.71 153.6 
251 — 500 217 5.16 76.222 16.83 351.7 
501 — 1000 105 2.50 73.527 16.24 700.8 
Over 1000 60 1.43 121.457 26.80 2.024.3 





4.202 100.00 433.126 100.00 107.7 


NEWS FROM AUSTRIA 


ORIGINAL VIENNA BRONZE MASKS. Visitors to Aus- 
tria have recently inquired as to the availability, in com- 
mercial quantities, of ‘‘Vienna Bronze’’ sculptures, such as 








February 9, 1952 


Austrian Information 


Page I1 





death masks, hand masks, etc., of Austrian composers and 
other famous personalities, like Beethoven, Haydn, Schubert, 
Liszt, Bruckner, Goethe, etc. Inquiries made by the Office 
of the Austrian Trade Delegate have established that such 
masks are being manufactured by one of Austria’s most 
famous sculptors, but that they are being manufactured as 
individual art objects only. This, it was explained, is due to 
the fact that the masks are produced almost exclusively from 
original casts, and show such details as could not be re- 
tained in mass reproductions. However, art circles in Austria 
emphasized that there is such a variety of face and hand 
masks of internationally known personalities that commercial 
possibilities are not handicapped by the individual manu- 
facturing process. (1170) 

THE MANUFACTURER OF ONE OF AUSTRIA’S most 
famous skis has established a general agency in the United 
States. Inquiries should be addressed to the Austrian Trade 
Delegate in New York. (1174) 

A NEW LIST of Austrian manufacturers of ‘‘Gablonz’’- 
type costume jewelry is available upon request from the 
Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate in New York. 

A NEW MULTIPLE PURPOSE OSCILLATING CON- 
VEYOR is being manufactured by an Austrian firm. The new 
device, unlike conveyors of conventional design, keeps the 
material to be conveyed in a state of suspension, which re- 
sults in a ‘‘loose’’ flow, thus avoiding detrimental rolling, 
rubbing, and pushing. The new oscillating conveyor is 
considered especially suitable for handling highly sen- 
sitive goods, such as those handled by the food industry 
and related industries. One further advantage is that the two 
conveying elements continue running after the inflow of ma- 
terial has stopped, which avoids undesirable residues being 
left in the conveyor. Detailed data and the name of the 
manufacturer may be obtained from the Office of the Austrian 
Trade Delegate. (1173) 

A NEWLY DEVELOPED VICE, manufactured in the Aus- 
trian Tyrol, has adjustable jaw inserts which may be turned 
or exchanged to provide clamping surfaces of different levels 
of inclination, thus making it possible to work inclined sur- 
faces easily and accurately. It eliminates the need for such 
accessories, as hand vices, and permits the reliable clamp- 
ing of larger work pieces with projecting parts. Tuming and 
interchanging of inserts is effected easily. (1172) 


AUSTRIAN FAIR DATA: The Dormnbim (Vorarlberg) Export 
and Sample Fair will take place from August 1 through 10. 
More than half of the available display space has already 
been rented. Applications for space will be accepted until 
February 29, and should be addressed to Messeleitung, 
Dornbirn, Bahnhofstrasse 24, or to the Austrian Trade Dele- 
gate in New York. The Graz (Styria) Spring Fair will be held 
from April 26 through May 4. American firms interested in 
exhibiting in Graz should contact the Fair Administration 
(Messeleitung), Graz, Styria, by cable, as space inquiries 
and rentals have exceeded all expectations. 


IMPORTS FROM AUSTRIA TO THE UNITED STATES. In 
November 1951 imports from Austria to this country reached 


a total value of $2,662,216, the second highest figure for a’ 
single month during the entire year. The largest single import 
item during this month was rhinestones valued at approxi- 
mately $738,000, the highest figure ever reached. Pig iron 
imports amounted to approximately $692,000. Approximately 
$373,000 worth of staple fibre and $217,000 worth of dead 
burned magnesite were imported during the same month. 
Wool manufactures, mostly knitted outerwear and knitted 
hose, amounted to approximately $254,000. Other important 
import items during the month of November 1951 were: 
Chocolate, baked goods, rubber combs and toys, cotton 
manufactures (mostly cotton handkerchiefs, embroidered 
fabrics and lace), jute burlaps, wool yarns, silk manufac- 
tures (Mostly woven fabrics and embroidered wearing ap- 
parel), soft pine wood, paper manufactures (mostly parch- 
ment imitation, grease-proof paper, wrapping paper), agate 
manufactures, glass products (mostly blown glass, chande- 
liers, illuminating articles, bubble glass), china, ceramics, 
steel bars and plates, nails, wood screws, aluminum plates, 
— sheets and — bars, umbrella ribs and stretchers, jewelry, 
ball bearings, motorcycles, toilet soap, motion picture 
cameras, Christmas decorations, hunting rifles, books, 
antiques, imitation beads, pipes and other articles for 
smokers, cellulose articles and glass buttons. 


AUSTRIA’S FOREIGN TRADE IN 1951. The Austrian Gen- 
tral Office of Statistics just published the first preliminary 
figures on Austria’s foreign trade during the year 1951. 
Total imports during this year amounted to 14,027 million 
Austrian schillings, whereas exports totalled 9,635 million 
Austrian schillings. These figures, compared to the figures 
for 1950 when imports amounted to 9,200 mill. Schillings and 
exports to 6,513 million schillings, reflect an increase of 
about 50 per cent. Responsible for this heavy increase were 
mostly price increases; the import volume increased only 
from approximately 8.5 million tons to appr. 9.2 million tons, 
and the export volume from appr. 3.5 mill.tons to appr. 3.8 
million tons. The deficit in the balance of payment in 1951 
amounted to 4,392 million Austrian schillings as compared to 
2,687 million schillings in 1950. During 1950 Marshall plan 
deliveries amounting to 2,111 million schilling almost covered 
the total deficit, whereas during 1951 Marshall plan deliveries, 
though increased to 2,781 million schillings, covered only 
approximately 60 per cent of the total deficit in the balance 
of trade. 


TRADE LEADS — An Austrian firm: 


1169 — offers optical lenses, objectives, eyepieces, photo- 
graphic filters, etc; 

1175 — offers leather coats for men; 

1176 — offers ski shoes for children; 

1177 — offers hinges for casement windows with built-in 
‘‘brake’’ to keep window open; US patent applied for; 

1178 — offers ski shoes; 

1179 — offers patent for the development in the United States 
of a process for repairing casing walls, such as those 
found in ovens, ranges, refrigerators and sink tops 
which are exposed to temperature changes; 
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1180 — offers patent for the manufactureof centrifugal sifting 
machines and ‘‘Fullautomatic’' divider and moulder, 
both typesof machines being suitable for use in either 
large or small bakeries; 

1181 — offers license for the manufacture in the United States 
of its equipment; 

1182 — offers precision instruments (slide calipers, snap 
gauges, electrical gauges) and electronic instruments 
(Geiger counters, ultrasonic equipment for medical and 
technical purposes, electronic equipment, micro-mea- 
suring instruments); 

5037 — seeks miscellaneous insulating materials, such as 
silk sheet mica, shellac paper, oil varnish paper, oil 
cloth tape, oiled silk tape; 

5038 — seeks batching materials containing glass fiber, sili- 
con resins and urea formaldehyde (or melamine) resins 
as well as synthetic-resin hardwood; 

5039 — seeks U.S. patents, processes, techniques and equip- 
ment for the manufacture and distribution in Austria of 
modern types of dust cleaners, floor polishers, and 
electrothermal equipment, such as ranges and irons; 

5040 — seeks U.S. patents, processes and techniques for the 
manufacture and distribution in Austria of modem 
machinery for bakeries, meat packers, and allied in- 
dustries; 

5041 — seekslicense forthe manufacturein Austria of machetes; 

5042 — seeks licenses for the manufacture in Austria ofmodern 
multi-channel (carrier frequency) telephone equipment; 
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metalized paper capacitors; a new impregnating ma- 
terial with high dielectric constant for manufacturing 
capacitors of small dimensions with high dielec- 
tric rigidity and temperatures up to 100° C.; process 
for very small capacitors without protective cover; 
modern etching method on electrolytic condensers 
suitable for aluminum foils; 

5043 — seeks latest technicalimprovements and developments 
in the field of fluorescent lighting; 

5044 — seeks US license for the manufacture and distribution 
in Austria of products which can be made of brass, 
aluminum or other light metals, and India rubber; 

5045 — seeks US patents, processes, techniques and services 
for the manufacture in Austria of apparatus made of 
steel, stainless steel, aluminum, copper and other 
non-ferrous metals; 

5046 — seeks licensing proposals from U.S. fims for 
the manufacture and distribution in Austria of heat- 
sealing machinery for heat-sealing all kinds of paper, 
cardboard, and similar types of products. 


While every reasonable precaution is taken to include 
only firms of good repute in this listing, the usual trade 
inquiries should be made before establishing business con- 
nections. Names and addresses of the above listed inquiries 
will be communicated upon request by 
THE AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE, 25 BROAD STREET, 
NEW YORK 4, N.Y., TELEPHONE: BOWLING GREEN 9-0056 
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